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Special Considerations in Testing
In most cases, early school going children or pre-school has not been gaining success in their education due to lack of efforts, their rude behaviors, and absence from the classroom. It is the same case with Melanie in this scenario, she has been having difficulties during her education, remain off from class and pay less attention to her learning she cannot be let alone and she must be paid special attention. Although there could be a genuine reason at the same time, there may arise another cause as well. Based on these reasons, she has learning disabilities that cannot be easily detected.  It is the responsibilities of Melanie’s parent to care for her and not only consider what the teachers say about her. The parents should also be ready for another reason behind the failure of Melanie’ in her education after the psycho educational evaluation by Keith (Jedrysek, 1972).
Keith the psychologist in this scenario should not only consider the psychological testing as the only piece of information, he should put into consideration of other relevant facts as well. He should be considerate of health history, any interruption in schooling, development, cultural and linguistic background. The selection of the test should be based on the reason the child was referred, Keith should gather information from those who know the child well. This is an important section of the evaluation process to allow those who interact with the child to share any concerns they have observed in Melanie’s behaviors. Additionally, a structured interview is necessary to identify the child’s strengths and weaknesses and ability to participate in everyday activities is essential. Together with other assessments will help to determine all the child’s suspected needs in order to establish the cause of the condition (Cohen et al, 1996).
Keith should advice the schoolteachers to give Melanie some common academic accommodations such as; she should be allowed more time to complete test and exams, she should be given options of having multiple choice tests or exams, they should also consider allowing her to have tests or exams in a quiet or private supervised environments and offer her more frequent breaks from class. The above accommodations in school will give Melanie a simple time to adapt to the school environment and slowly transform her mind to concentrate. This would also help to help identify different learning difficulties and help diagnose the disability that is interfering with Melanie’s educational achievements. Before giving her the testing accommodations, Keith should make sure that the child understands why these supports are necessary and how they are helpful (Gottlieb et al, 1991).
Keith needs to try to create a safe, comfortable environment and establish a rapport with the child so that the child can feel at ease and start gaining interest in what he is trying to explain. Keith should begin with intelligence test such as the Wechsler intelligence scale for the children this will give him a clear and a comprehensive snapshot of the child’s abilities and help him to identify the issues Melanie is facing and better help identify learning solutions for the child. By doing this, he is able to identify the four sub-scores; the verbal comprehension score, a perceptual reasoning score, a working memory score and a processing speed score. If a discrepancy between these scores may be an indication of the child’s strengths and weaknesses. Melanie might score higher in some domains and low in others and this will help to determine why she tends to struggle in certain areas or behave the way she behaves. Additionally, Keith can decide to administer an achievement test such as the Woodcock-Johnson that measures to what degree a child has mastered a concept. If a discrepancy occurs between intelligence test and the achievement test, this may also indicate a specific type of learning issue. Keith should also include a test of other cognitive functions such as; attention, language, memory, ability to organize and carry out a task and other functions. He should also include some basic psychological assessments (Murphy, 1988).
Psychological assessment is a process of evaluation that uses a combination of techniques to assist in arriving at some hypotheses about an individual and their behaviors. Keith decision could differ compared to the beginning of the psychological evaluation simply because the current methods used such intelligence test are more advanced and are able to provide a comprehensive and a clear snapshot of the real condition. It is hard to determine the condition of a child just by mere observations, psychological tests are necessary to ensure the child is diagnosed the right condition and offered the necessary assistance for their condition (Kline, 2013).
Assessment results have helped in identifying the psychological disorders and enable the correct therapeutic treatment to be offered to the patient.  The impacts of assessment results have developed over time with the improvement in technology the results are used to identify the condition of the patient and determine what should be done to improve or treat the condition (Kline, 2013).
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